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A business plan is a document that explains what 
your business idea is and shows other people the 
math behind how you expect it to make money. If 
you haven't thought about what a business idea 
yet, dont worry, we've included that in this book. 

It will show potential investors how much money 
you will need to get started (Start Up Costs), how 
much money you will need to keep your business 
going (Expenses) and most importantly, how much 
money you expect to make. (Income) 

"Sometimes I've believed as many as six impossible things before breakfast."  
Alice Through the looking glass - Lewis Carol 

What is a business plan? 

What will the math show? 
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9 Ways to Make Extra Income and Include Your 
Children 

 
 

"To me there is no picture so beautiful as smiling, bright-eyed, happy children; 
no music so sweet as their clear and ringing laughter."  
American Entertainer  - P.T. Barnum 

A Fun Guide To Writing 

A Family Business Plan

  So you want to earn some extra money and bring your kids along for the ride. 
Maybe it's to enhance their education, maybe it’s to give them some ownership 

over the money going into your world adventure or maybe you just want to bond 
with them over a mutual project. Whatever the reason we’ve come up 9 ways to 

include your kids in making some extra income. 
 

Merchandise Vending 

Sell popular trademarked products at conventions and festivals 
that you and your children enjoy. Maybe it’s Harry Potter, Marvel, or 
some other popular franchise that has a large fan base. Whatever it 

is research products like shirts, scarves, wallets, vinyl figs, etc… 
with your kids and choose the ones that you and your children love. 

Get your children involved in the sales by encouraging them to greet 
people and by making change. 

Free Idea: Buy wholesale Harry Potter Beanies, Socks, Tees, Journals 
and Wands online. Come up with a fun HP sounding business name and 

attend the conventions and festivals in costume. 

Where to Sell: Research conventions and children’s festivals in your 
area and choose them based on the number of attendees, distance, 

and table cost. 
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 Manufacturing 
 

So maybe you and your kids love crafts or building things? If so, maybe this is the one 
for you. I have seen tons of folks at craft shows where the whole family helps make 
the products that are being sold. I have families make old damaged books repurposed 
into very cool sketchbooks, wand makers, lego fridge magnets, sugar cookies and so 
much more. You can take these products and sell them at shows just like the above 
suggestion or even sell them through consignment stores or online on websites like 

Etsy or an eCommerce site you build yourself. 
 

Free Idea: Buy cheap lego on Facebook classifieds, thrift stores and at yard sales. 
Clean them up and choose fun and simple designs that you can turn into keychains, 

magnets, journals and bottle openers using glue and craft supplies. 
 

Where to Sell: Research conventions and children’s festivals in your area and choose 
them based on the number of attendees, distance, and table cost. Alternatively you 

can find local stores that will sell your products either through wholesale or 
consignment. 

 
  

"To me there is no picture so beautiful as smiling, bright-eyed, happy children; 
no music so sweet as their clear and ringing laughter."  
American Entertainer  - P.T. Barnum 
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 Children’s Book Writing 
 

Maybe you and your children are artistically inclined and enjoy reading. 
Writing your own children’s books could be the perfect solution. Your kids 
could write the story, draw the pictures or a combination of the two. The 

parent can do the bits the child doesn't as well as dealing with the printing of 
the books. Once you get your books published the real trick is getting them 

sold. Making them into ebooks is the easiest way to self publish as it provides 
lots of avenues and little risk. Printing the books on the other hand means 

that you will have to sell a certain amount of books just to pay for the 
printing costs. FOr this you will want a website with a consistent brand and to 

be able to sell both in person to those in your community and to others online 
using Facebook ads and Pinterest. 

 
Free Idea: Use one of the many online book publishing sites to write a children’s 

book about your own child and their blankie, imaginary friend or stuffie. Have 
your child choose the conflict and the resolution to ensure so that it retains 

the authentic ‘written by a child’ feel. Have your images scanned at print shop 
where they will have excellent scanners and good prices. 

 
Where to sell: Many of the online publishing tools have their own sales 
avenues that you can use. You can also print them off and hit the local 

bookstores and libraries to market your book through live readings.  
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 Art 
 

Are you and your children highly artistic? Perhaps co-creating artwork is 
just the thing for you to do. One of my favourite art collections I’ve ever 

seen was a collection where an artist took their child’s scribbles and 
turned them into amazingly detailed surrealistic art pieces. You can sell 

originals and prints either in a gallery, local coffee shop or online. You 
will need to work hard to market your creations but the process would be 

highly rewarding. 
 

Idea: With your child choose a great colour palette to use for the paintings. 
Buy several canvases and take turns starting and finishing paintings. Be 

sure to follow regular rules of art including good use of negative space, 
complementary colours and movement to create compelling points of 

focus. 
 

Where to sell: Put together an art show at your local gallery or cafe and 
invite the neighborhood to attend. You can also create a video style 

advertisement and have a popular blog site run a media campaign. Sell 
prints of all your work and take note of which of the works is most 

popular for more printings. 
  

"To me there is no picture so beautiful as smiling, bright-eyed, happy children; 
no music so sweet as their clear and ringing laughter."  
American Entertainer  - P.T. Barnum 
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Blogging 
 

Are you decently skilled in web design and can easily think of a topic or 
lifestyle choice that excites or defines you and your children? If so this 

could be the one for you. After taking sometime to put together the website 
you and your children can begin exploring the topic and writing about it so 

that others who feel as you do or those who are just curious about can 
begin following you. This won’t make you money fast but if you can climb to 

the top of the blog pile you can make a little to a lot of passive income. 
 

Idea: Make a blog about teaches kids how to get their parents to play with 
them. It can have articles written by you that use science and logic to 

convince grown ups to play. It should also have articles written by your 
kids teaching them how to use persuasion techniques and provide ideas on 

how to entice their parent to play. 
 

What to sell: You can use traffic to make money on advertising or generate 
money from affiliate sales. We have tons of resources on how to start a 

blog. 
. 
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Youtube Channel 
 

Maybe you and your child feel at home in front of camera. Whether you’re the 
class clown, a constant entertainer or just a show off, starting a youtube 

channel could be the perfect fit. There are a ton of family channels out there 
who do all kinds of channels. Some families just play games together, others 

go on big adventures and still others put on ‘shows’. You could also just act as 
the cameraman, editor and marketer for your kids show if they are the 

entertainer. 
 

Idea: Set up a video camera and microphone system in your car and with your 
children participate in overacted sing alongs to popular songs on the radio. 
Try to decide on some fun and repeatable signature ending that will act as 

your hook and keep people watching to the end.   
 

How to make money: Youtube will pay you once you reach a certain number of 
subscribers. This could certainly take a while so be patient and work on 

gathering more subscribers all the time. 
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Put on an Event 
 

Whether you charge for entry or make buying things a key element of your 
event be sure there is a way to monetize it. Find something that you and your 

child will actually enjoy. Perhaps a children’s festival with bouncy castles, 
magicians and fair games. Whatever it is keep it small and low key as large 

events take enormous amounts of planning and expenses. 
 

Idea: Put on a grandmother/mother/daughter tea party with tea and cookies on 
private property you can get permission to use. You can make it a regular 

event targeting friends and family but be sure to keep it small unless you 
want to get into event planning. Perhaps you can team up with a small charity. 

 
How to sell: Sell tickets to friends and family for the event to pay for the 

things you need and keep the remaining money. 
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Restoration Sales 
 

Maybe you love antiques and working with your children. You can take them out 
to used furniture stores, auctions and yard sales to find furniture and other 
found objects with loads of character to restore. Be careful when removing 

old paint, ensuring that you and your children use all the protections 
necessary to protect yourselves from lead paint, fumes and chemicals.   

 
Idea: Focus on creating furniture for children’s rooms. Choose popular kids 

shows to provide the inspiration for the pieces. Painting furniture to resemble 
items or symbols from Spongebob Squarepants, Comic Characters and Disney. 

 
Where to sell: Sell the furniture online, at children's festivals, conventions, 

and by commision after you’ve established a reputation. 
 

Provide a Service 
 

Perhaps you’d prefer a hands on approach to work? Gardening could be a great 
choice as kids can handle most of the weeding with the right direction. Don’t 

want the hassle or responsibility of owning your own pet, perhaps you could 
start a dog walking service? Anything that you and your children can do 

together can be turned into a service so long as it’s something people 
generally dislike doing or need help with as they age. 

 
Idea: Start a neighborhood baked good delivery service. Choose items that you 
and your children can make in large batches and bake a ton of free samples. 

Go door to door and let your neighbors sample the products before leaving 
them with an order sheet. Follow up the next day to collect the order forms 

and grow your business from there. 
 

Where to sell: In your neighbourhood 
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What is your family's idea? 
 
 
 

Is anyone else doing it? 
 
 
 

Explain why how your idea will stand out 
 

"So many things are possible just as long as you don't know they're impossible."  
The Phantom Tollbooth - Norton Juster 
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What makes your family experts? 

Who can help you? 

How you will enlist their help? 

"You have been my friend. That in itself is a tremendous thing."  
Charlotte's Web - E.B. White 
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What about your idea will excite people? 
 
 
 

What kind of people will be most excited? 
 
 
 

How will you get those people 
to find out about your idea? 

 

"Watch with glittering eyes the whole world around you, because the greatest 
secrets are always hidden in the most unlikely places. Those who don't who don't 
believe in magic will never find it."  
The Minpins - Roald Dahl 
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START UP COSTS: 

What Do You Need To Get Started? 

Equipment? (Things You Keep) 

Materials? (Things That Get Used Up) 

Money?  

"You have brains in your head and feet in your shoes. You can 
steer yourself in any direction you choose."  
 Oh the places you'll go - Dr. Seuss 
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How much money will it take 
to keep your business going? 

 
Equipment? (Things you keep) 

 
 
 
 

Materials? (Things that get used up) 
 
 

Services? (Things people will do for you) 
 
 
 

Cost per unit? 
 

How many units will you make? 
  
 
 
 

"A ship in a harbour is safe, but that is not what ships are built for"  
 Salt from my attic - John A. Shedd 
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How much money will you make? 

Price per unit? 

How many units will you sell? 
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"I have loved the stars too fondly to be fearful of the night."  
  The old astronomer to his pupil - Sarah Williams 
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Total Costs? 

 
 

Total Sales? 
 
 

Profits (Sales minus Costs)?  
 
 

How Much Will You Set Aside To 
 Pay Back Your Investors? 

 
 
 

How Much Will You Put Aside For Savings? 
 
 
 

The Remaining Money Is Yours.... 
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"It's our choices , harry, that shows us who we truly are, far more than our abilities."  
 Harry potter and the chamber of secrets  - J.K. Rowling 
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How Do Do Investors Contact 
You For More Information? 
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"You had the power all along, my dear."  
  The Wizard of Oz - L. Frank Baum 


